
 

Is your business seeking  
greener pastures? 

Welcome to Sønderborg and your future in a strong international business community 



0% CO2
20 years before the 

rest of Denmark  

Sønderborg leads the way in  
the fields of cleantech and  
mechatronics  
Sønderborg’s powerful business 
clusters in the areas of energy 
efficiency, cleantech and mechatro-
nics will strategically enhance your 
undertaking’s position by providing 
access to leading global networks, 
research, education and qualified 
employees. 

Central location at the Gateway 
to Europe  
As Sønderborg is the Scandinavian 
gateway to continental Europe and 
Europe’s door to Scandinavia, the 
well-developed infrastructure in-
cludes motorways, airport, railway 
network and regular ferry service.  

The borderlands’  
international workforce
Sønderborg is an international 
area in the heart of the Danish- 
German borderlands. Most 
residents speak German and 
English (besides Danish).
.

Unique interaction between 
university and business  
community 
The University of Southern 
Denmark’s engineering-intensi-
ve campus in Sønderborg is the 
most international in Denmark. 
In close collaboration with 
regional companies and the 
university, new knowledge and 
research are converted into the 
products and green solutions of 
tomorrow.  

Sønderborg – big city in a natural 
setting 
Your employees will thrive in Sønder-
borg’s work-life balance and enjoy the 
town’s unique combination of local 
familiarity, global perspective, urban 
dynamism and scenic countryside. 

110
NATIONALITIES LIVE 

IN SØNDERBORG

30 min.
FROM DENMARK’S  
BIGGEST EXPORT 

MARKET

250
COASTLINE

KM

74,9%
HAVE A VOCATIONAL OR 
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

3000+
UNDERTAKINGS



Welcome to Sønderborg 
– welcome to growth and development  

The site you choose for your business 
in Denmark does make a difference 
indeed. Because it is actually possible 
to find communities who do their ut- 
most to support the success of your 
business by providing the right frame- 
work and enabling your employees to 
thrive, where the location itself opens 
up brand-new opportunities and 
where grand visions become reality. 
This is also a fitting description of 
Sønderborg. 

This is where you can develop and 
grow your undertaking. With its unique 
location in the heart of the border-
lands, a leading global position in the 
fields of cleantech and mechatronics, 
access to highly educated employees  
 

and the latest research and knowledge  
– not to mention a rapidly growing 
experience economy – Sønderborg 
gives you all the prerequisites for 
success.

We welcome you to an area typified by 
a global mindset, openness, respect 
and a unique flair for collaborating 
across borders, cultures and demar-
cations. Cooperation comes natural to 
us – both within Sønderborg and with 
the rest of the world – and we look 
forward to teaming up with you and 
your business. 

Kind regards
On behalf of the entire  
Sønderborg region 

The experience economy and 
tourism are growing in Sønderborg 
Sønderborg’s fascinating history and 
unique location in the borderlands 
– together with its strategic commit-
ments, which include a luxury hotel, 
holiday resort and unique experiences 
– have made the area one of Denmark’s  
most popular tourist destinations. 

TOP 10
MOST OVERNIGHT 

STAYS BY TOURISTS 
IN DENMARK

Erik Lauritsen
Mayor

Gerhard Bertelsen  
Chairman,  
Business Development  
Committee



Would you like to locate your undertaking  
at the Gateway to Europe? 

SØNDERBORG

BILLUND
1,5 hours

ODENSE
1,5 hours

FLENSBURG
30 min.

COPENHAGEN
35 min.

AARHUS
2 hours

KIEL
1,5 hours

HAMBURG
2 hours

BERLIN
4 hours

In Sønderborg, all of Europe is 
within reach of your business. 
Because this is where Scandinavia 
meets and merges with continental 
Europe.
Sønderborg’s location and infrastruc-
ture bring you close to European 
markets. Denmark’s biggest export 
market, with metropolises such as 
Hamburg, Flensburg and Kiel, will be 
your closest neighbour, while Copen-
hagen is only a 35-minute flight from 
Sønderborg Airport.
 
 

As a natural hub in the Danish–
German borderland, Sønderborg’s 
infrastructure is excellently well-de-
veloped in a finely meshed network of 
motorways, airport, railway network, 
rail freight and regular ferry service. 
This provides your business with ideal 
opportunities, no matter if you need to 
convey passengers, products or goods.

Sønderborg has 33,000 workplaces, 
and you will have access to around 
252,300 workplaces in the Da-
nish–German borderlands within a 
one-hour drive. Roughly 15,000 com-
muters cross the border every day. 

35 min.
FROM COPENHAGEN

250.000

The world looks different 
from Sønderborg

FROM HAMBURG
4 FROM BERLIN

2 hours

Transportation times 
and workplace density 



Reliability of supply and world-class digital infrastructure 
No matter where in Sønderborg your business settles down, you will 
experience the same highly reliable supplies of water, heat, electricity and 
fibre-optic communication. 

This is exemplified by Sønderborg’s status as one of the most widely-cove-
red, high-speed, fibre-intensive areas of Denmark. The power supply is 
one of the most reliable in Europe with 99.99% uptime and, pursuant to 
Sønderborg’s high environmental ambitions, the power is based on green 
energy. For the same reason, the area’s district heating plants will gladly 
buy the surplus heat generated by your company’s cooling system. 

In addition, Sønderborg’s catchment area has vast, top-quality groundwater 
resources. Sønderborg Utility’s interconnected water works constitute an 
efficient infrastructure with a high reliability of supply. And the water prices 
are competitive to boot.

97%
BROADBAND 

COVERAGE

250.000
WORKPLACES WITHIN  

60 MINUTES OF SØNDERBORG

74.300
INHABITANTS

Sønderborg is the largest 
city in Southern Jutland. 
74,300 people live in 
Denmark’s Sønderborg 
Municipality, 1,027,700 
in Germany’s northern 
Schleswig–Holstein 
state and 4 million all told 
within the greater Danish–
German region. 

99,99%

ELECTRICITY 
GRID 

UPTIME



Rapidly developing growth area
Roughly 40% of the area’s more than 
3,000 companies expect to grow more 
than 5% in the years ahead. This 
particularly applies to sectors such 
as wholesale and retail, transport and 
logistics. In addition, the construction 
industry and the tourism sector are 
currently experiencing rapid growth. 

Export success
With Germany as a European engine 
of growth just 30 minutes from the 
centre of Sønderborg, this southern 
neighbour is the biggest market for 
Sønderborg’s business community 
which annually exports products for 
more than DKK 20 billion. Leading 
multinational corporations such as 
Danfoss and Linak account for many 
of these exports, but the area’s small 
and medium-sized undertakings excel 
in this area, too, as 300 of them export 
products abroad. 

99,99%
EL

OPPETID

60%
OF SØNDERBORG’S 

MANUFACTURING COMPANIES 
ARE ENGAGED IN ENERGY 

SOLUTIONS

20 billion
EXPORTS IN DKK 

0%
CARBON  

EMISSIONS  
BY 2029 

+300
EXPORT 

BUSINESSES



3000+
VIRKSOMHEDER

Do you want to join a field of global leaders?

Sønderborg seeks complete carbon 
neutrality by 2029 – 20 years before 
the rest of Denmark. Our vision is 
called ProjectZero, and since 2007, 
we have worked to make Sønderborg 
a carbon-neutral growth area. We 
have already reduced our carbon 
emissions by 35%, while creating the 
first 900 new green workplaces in the 
process. This explains why we are 
a global role model and a source of 
inspiration for sustainable solutions 
that work and make sense – finan-
cially, environmentally and socially. 

Sønderborg is home to some of Den-
mark’s biggest multinational manufac-
turing and cleantech companies. Today 
more than half (60%) of Sønderborg’s 
manufacturing companies are enga-
ged in energy solutions, and 10% of all 
Sønderborg workplaces are within the 
energy and environment sectors. This 
is four times the rate of Denmark as a 
whole, and half of all the companies in 
Denmark working on energy-efficient 
solutions are found in the South Den-
mark Region. 

Therefore, it’s no wonder that Sønder-
borg is home to Energy Cluster Den-
mark – an ambitious national energy 
cooperation project that develops new 
technologies, products and systems for 
energy-efficient processing. 

Energy Cluster Denmark is part of the 
international Cleantech Network and 
holds a European gold label for its 
Cluster Excellence. The Energy Cluster 
Denmark comprises 250 businesses 
and, in Sønderborg alone, 5,000 emplo-
yees work in Energy Cluster Denmark’s 
areas of focus. 

Moreover, Sønderborg is a global leader 
in mechatronics, i.e. intelligent products 
integrating mechanical, electronic 
and computer technology systems. 
Measured by factors such as corpora-
te knowledge-sharing, mechatronics 
research and education, innovation and 
level of costs, Sønderborg’s mechatronic 
engineering cluster surpassed cities 
such as Eindhoven and Stuttgart as 
early as 2006.

+5.000
CLEANTECH 

EMPLOYEES



Tourism and the experience economy are growing 
rapidly – would you like to grow with them?

1,5 billion
ANNUAL TOURISM 

REVENUE

In Sønderborg, we want to be 
Denmark’s most popular holiday 
destination outside Copenhagen. 
Based on our ranking in the top 10 
in terms of overnight stays, and an-
nual tourism revenues of DKK 1.5 
billion, we are well on our way.

A fascinating history and spellbinding 
scenery make Sønderborg one of the 
most popular tourist destinations in 
Denmark. Its strategic commitments to 
tourism and the experience economy 
of recent years have fuelled its vision 
of getting to the top of the list over the 
most frequently visited destinations, a 
list on which Sønderborg has already 
surpassed tourist destinations such as 
Aarhus, Odense and South Funen.

A new luxury hotel graces Sønderborg’s  
recently refurbished waterfront and 
houses Denmark’s biggest spa and an 
excellent Michelin-grade restaurant. 

Plans to establish a world-class nature 
and experience park on North Als are 
approved and waiting to be implemen-
ted. Just a stone’s throw from there is 
Universe, a science and experience 
park which bests its own attendance 
figures year after year. Cultural projects, 
concerts, conferences and events that 
resonate far beyond Sønderborg’s city 
limits are developed and realised. All 
the while, the infrastructure – with its 
motorways, airport, rail and ferry con-
nections – supports tourists’ mobility 
and opportunities. 

Sønderborg’s tourism generates 
growth, development and workplaces 
in every way. Roughly one-third of all 
tourism-related jobs in South Jutland 
are found in Sønderborg, which also 
generates the highest tourism-based 
revenues and highest per diem spend-
ing per tourist in South Jutland.

35+
4.500 m2

DENMARK’S  
BIGGEST SPA 

DKK



Tourism and the experience economy are growing 
rapidly – would you like to grow with them?

139.163 
VISITORS TO  

UNIVERSE IN 2019

1,2 mil. 
BED NIGHTS  

A YEAR

1.900 
TOURISM-

RELATED JOBS

DKK



60%
OF STUDENTS FROM  
OUTSIDE DENMARK

3.200 m2

CENTRE FOR INDU-
STRIAL  

ELECTRONICS 

AT ALSION 

5 
LABORATORIES

FOR ELECTRONIC- 
PRODUCT  

RESEARCH



Does your company need new knowledge, applied 
research, and a technological head-start?   

Sønderborg is hallmarked by its 
unique interaction between business 
and education – from the ABCs all the 
way to the PhDs. This will give your 
undertaking competitive advantages, 
expert knowledge and highly educated  
employees.
 

Sønderborg is a knowledge-intensive 
area, typified by multinational corpo-
rations and creative professions. This 
is reflected in the area’s wide variety of 
educational opportunities. German-lan-
guage and English-language preschools 
and schools are available, as are interna-
tional upper secondary and youth study  

programmes, not to mention innovative 
private independent schools, public 
schools, continuation schools and Den-
mark’s unique folk high schools. 

At the same time, Sønderborg is one 
of Denmark’s ten university towns. 
The University of Southern Denmark 
campus at Alsion in Sønderborg is the 
most international campus in Denmark, 
as around 60% of the students come 
from abroad, representing more than 50 
countries. The campus offers a number 
of English-language study programmes 
in the fields of engineering, business 
language, corporate communication, 
economics and business administration. 

The unusual interplay between the uni-
versity and the area’s globally oriented 
business community provides special 
gravitas. A good example of this is the 
Centre for Industrial Electronics (CIE), a 
unique public/private partnership. The 
centre is part of the university’s Faculty 
of Engineering and Mads Clausen Insti-
tute and is educating the next genera-
tion of engineers and helping busines-
ses achieve technological leadership 
through research and development in 
the area of electronic products.

22
UNIVERSITY-LEVEL 

STUDY PROGRAMMES



Are you and your employees looking 
for a healthy work–life balance?

In Sønderborg, pulsating big-city 
life goes hand in hand with nature’s 
tranquillity and harmony.

Sønderborg is typified by a unique 
duplicity: On the one hand, Sønder-
borg has all the characteristics of a big 
city with cultural offerings, shopping 
districts, international perspective and 
a profusion of cafés and restaurants, 
merrily buzzing with languages from 
all over the world. But Sønderborg is 
something else and much more. It 
also features outstanding landscapes 
with forests, hills, lakes and 250 km of 

winding coastline through one of the 
loveliest fjord landscapes in Denmark. 
These wide-open spaces provide plenty 
of room for recreational activity, balance 
and inner tranquillity. 

This is where your home-owning 
dreams can come true with lots of 
square metres for the money, no matter 
if you prefer a penthouse flat, an idyllic 
country estate, a large detached one-
of-a-kind gem, or a DIY dream house. 
And this is also where more than 700 
volunteer associations and sports clubs 
offer a profusion of activity options – in 

sports halls, ballet school, art academy, 
local theatre, music school or at one of 
the many other venues in Sønderborg 
where body, mind and creativity are 
challenged.

Sønderborg’s cultural life is diverse in 
every way and typified by contrasts – 
from ballet to ball games, from symp-
hony orchestra to summer revue, from 
museums to food experiences, from art 
exhibitions to concerts and much, much 
more besides.

74.300
INHABITANTS



1500+
CULTURAL EVENTS 

EVERY YEAR



45+
CAFÉS AND 

RESTAURANTS

700+
ASSOCIATIONS

Sønderborg provides 
you with as many 
possibilities, events 
and cultural offerings 
as there are days of 
the year.  81,2

AVERAGE 
LIFE EXPECTANCY

♥♥



FLENSBORG  F
JORD

AABENRAA

Gråsten

Broager

Felsted

Kværs

Vester Sottrup

Nybøl Ragebøl

Avnbøl

INDUSTRIAL 
PORT

400 ha
MEGASITE 

NORTH OF KVÆRS

400 ha
MEGASITE 

WEST OF RAGEBØL

36 ha
RAGEBØL

INNOVATION PARK

A A B E N R A A  F J O R D



SØNDERBORG
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COPENHAGEN 30 min.

Sønderborg
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Commercial development sites 

Høruphav
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Sønderborg Municipality 
Business Services and Newcomer Service
Rådhustorvet 7 
DK-6400 Sønderborg

Tel.: +45 8872 7170

We are ready to assist 
A unified Sønderborg welcomes your business – we are ready to clear away any obstacles to 
ensure fast, efficient processing. 

Sønderborg Municipality Business Services:
• A single point of contact and contact person 

for the municipality
• Commercial properties
• Building permits
• Environmental approvals
• Approval of business facilities
• Overview of environmental and nature 

regulations
• Recruitment of new employees

Sønderborg Newcomer Service
• Job applications
• Partner jobs: help with job applications 

for an accompanying partner 
• Housing options
• Childminding and daycare options, 

schools and education
• Cultural and recreational activities 
• Social networking and events for 

newcomers

Further details about Sønderborg are available at 

The world looks different 
from Sønderborg


