
Big city surrounded by nature



The world looks different from SONDERBORG
This is where Scandinavia meets and merges with continental Europe. Major urban 
areas such as Flensburg, Hamburg and Kiel are our close neighbours, while the 
well-developed infrastructure of motorways and airports provides short distances 
to other metropolitan areas such as Berlin and Copenhagen.

Sonderborg is a natural hub in the borderlands. This has given us a unique ability 
to cooperate across borders, cultures and dividing lines, so that today people of  
120 different nationalities reside in Sonderborg. Some of the leading multinational 
corporations are headquartered here, while our university has the most interna-
tional campus in Denmark with students from more than 50 countries. We have 
provincial spirit and lots of perspective.         



An international perspective from 
the Gateway to Europe

 

• Sonderborg is the largest city in  
 Southern Jutland. The population  
 of the Municipality of Sonderborg  
 is 76,000. In the region of South- 
 ern Jutland-Schleswig, there are  
 700,000 inhabitants and there are  
 four million in the Danish-German  
 region.

• Sonderborg is approximately 50  
 km from the border, and Hamburg  
 is closer to us than Copenhagen.  
 It only takes one and a half hours  
 to drive to Odense and Kiel and  
 two hours to Hamburg and Aarhus  
 on the motorway. By air, you are 35  
 minutes away from Copenhagen.

• Most of the adult population  
 speaks at least three languages:  
 Danish, German and English. 

• We live on one of the world’s few democratically chosen borders, where  
 the populations on both sides of the current border determined the loca- 
 tion in 1920. Today, minorities still live on both sides of the border. 
 For this reason, Sonderborg has, among other things, three German  
 schools and a number of German day care centres. 

• Sonderborg has a tradition for accommodating a number of cultures,  
 and European Movement Denmark named Sonderborg the European  
 City of the Year in 2011.

See the world from a different perspective at sonderborg.dk

FAKTA

.

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


You can live in quaint charm 
or an exquisite design-led 
setting in SONDERBORG,  
but views of the sea are  
hard to avoid

In Sonderborg, you do not have to choose 
between high heels and wellies or be-
tween elegant manners and rural infor-
mality. Because Sonderborg is not either/
or. It is both/and, and its urban pace and 
tranquil nature experiences give you the 
best of both worlds. 

This is also why you can live exactly as 
you wish, regardless of whether you 
prefer the rush of the crowd, expanses 
of nature or 250 kilometres of winding 
coastline. All your options are open: from 
owner-occupied flats, detached and ter-
raced houses, to idyllic farmhouses and 
large detached houses to exclusive prop-
erties, architectural gems and the self-
built house of your dreams.

Both residences and sites for building are found at sonderborg.dk

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


 

Sonderborg.dk

Big city surrounded 
by nature

• If you like new buildings that are in a special architectural class of their own, take a look  
 at Sonderborg’s new harbour. The master plan for the harbour was designed by the world- 
 famous architect, Frank Gehry. The former industrial harbour is being transformed into a 
 lively part of town with parks, private residences, commercial properties, buildings for  
 recreational and cultural purposes, and a luxury hotel.

• If you prefer a residence that is steeped in history, you will find many buildings and  
 houses that were built in the years after the war in 1864. During the 56 years that followed,  
 Sonderborg was German, which is clearly reflected in the architecture.

Both residences and sites for building are found at sonderborg.dk

• The City of Sonderborg, with its approximately 30,000 inhabitants,  
 is a centre for a close network of small cities and towns, charac- 
 terised by enthusiastic activists and active village associations.

• Sonderborg has Denmark’s third largest concentration of what  
 is called “the creative class” – only surpassed by Copenhagen  
 and Aarhus. It is a population segment that is comprised of  
 people who work in jobs that require knowledge, entrepreneurs 
 hip and innovation.

FACTS

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer
http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


Children learn to be grounded 
and take an international 
perspective at an early age 
in SONDERBORG

In Sonderborg, we educate students for a  
global reality all the way from their ABCs to 
PhDs. We have international preschools, prima-
ry, secondary and upper secondary schools, as  
well as innovative independent schools and 
youth study programmes. Students from more 
than 50 countries attend the university, making 
the Sonderborg campus the most international 
in Denmark

This is also how it should be in an area where 
some of the biggest multinational corporations 
in Denmark are headquartered, and which is 
located where Scandinavia and continental  
Europe meet and merge. Our children grow  
up with an international perspective – but are 
not afraid to get their hands dirty. Because 
in Sonderborg we stand with both feet firmly 
planted in the fertile soil of Southern Jutland. 
This gives them both depth and ballast when 
they venture forth into the world.

Find a world of study programmes at sonderborg.dk   

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


Find en verden af uddannelser på sønderborg.dk  

 

Sonderborg.dk

Locally rooted schooling with international perspective

FACTS

• The Municipality of Sonderborg has five municipal  
 primary and lower secondary schools on the top 20  
 list of the country’s best municipal primary and lower  
 secondary schools. 

• Sonderborg is the Danish municipality that has the  
 most independent and private schools per person. 

• Sonderborg has English-language educational 
 programmes all the way from primary schools through  
 university level, where 70 per cent of the students are  
 international. Sonderborg’s technical upper seconda- 
 ry school is the only place in Denmark where you can  
 enrol in an international baccalaureate programme.  

Find a world of study programmes at sonderborg.dk   

• Twenty-two different higher educational programmes are offered by the University of   
 Southern Denmark (SDU) in Sonderborg.

• SDU Sonderborg is especially well known for its English-language engineering programmes  
 focusing on cleantech, improving energy efficiency, product design and mechatronics. 

• The university also offers programmes that focus on a global career within, for example,  
 business language and intercultural business communication, as well as economics and  
 business administration.

http://nderborg.dk
http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer
http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


In SONDERBORG, 
the path between career 
and leisure time is short

What if you could stop wasting time in motorway 
queues to and from work? What if you could go for 
a run in the woods, jump into your kayak or just 
enjoy the peace and quiet of nature? And what if 
this was compatible with an ambitious, interna-
tional career – and it was only natural to meet your 
boss or colleagues in a wetsuit or tights after work? 
If this appeals to you, then perhaps you should visit 
us in Sonderborg.

More than four thousand companies are waiting  
for you – from major multinational corporations  
to small and medium sized enterprises in an  
abundance of sectors and creative professions.  
But much more also awaits you. Because Sonder-
borg is a big city in natural surroundings, providing 
you with city life, rural bliss, nature’s recreational 
opportunities and work-life balance.

Find companies and leisure activities at sonderborg.dk

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


Balanced career

 

Sonderborg.dk

• The Municipality of Sonderborg has 32,371 places of work. Within a 60-minute drive from  
 Sonderborg, there are 226,300 places of work available, of which 133,800 are German.

• There are approximately 4,000 businesses in Sonderborg. They have a total annual  
 turnover of approximately DKK 52 billion and export goods and services amounting to  
 DKK 20 billion. 

• Every year, at least 500 new companies are founded in Sonderborg, where there are  
 now more businesses than before the financial crisis. 

Find companies and leisure activities at sonderborg.dk

 
• The Sonderborg area has more than 700 volunteer associations.  
 About 40% are sports clubs, 30% are related to culture, while the  
 remaining 30% are various types of interest groups. 

• The average life expectancy in Sonderborg is 80.4 years, which  
 is higher than the national average. Similarly, we have fewer bed  
 days and outpatient treatments per 1,000 people and also visit  
 the doctor less often.

FAKTA

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer
http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


 

Every day is an event in 
SONDERBORG - and you can 
get here from Copenhagen or 
Hamburg in about an hour

Sonderborg provides you with as many experi-
ences, events and cultural offerings as there are 
days of the year, literally. Even so, seats can be 
hard to get. Because our unique location at the 
Gateway to Europe provides short distances and 
transit times to neighbours such as Flensburg, 
Hamburg and Kiel and metropolitan areas such 
as Berlin and Copenhagen.

So, come to Sonderborg if you want a front-row 
seat with international perspective on the rest of 
Europe. Naturally, you are free to choose whether 
you prefer ballet or ball games, symphony or-
chestra or entertainment shows, museums or 
gourmet food, art exhibits or concerts.

See what’s on at sonderborg.dk

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


There is never a dull moment

 

Sonderborg.dk

• The Sonderborg area has 35 restaurants, and within  
 an hour’s drive, you can find 25 Michelin restaurants. 
 The regional cuisine of Southern Jutland is among the best  
 preserved and interesting in Denmark.

• Sonderborg’s unique history and cultural heritage contri- 
 butes to making Sonderborg one of Denmark’s most popu- 
 lar holiday destinations, with three million guests a year.

See what’s on at sonderborg.dk

• According to Ministry of Culture Denmark’s cultural  
 habit survey, the citizens of Sonderborg are more cul- 
 turally active than in Aalborg, Aarhus and Copenhagen.  
 It is especially lectures, debate events and theatre, as  
 well as the use of libraries and archives, that we have  
 a particular fondness for, according to the survey. 

• In the second half of 2016, according to KultuNaut,  
 there were 1,510 cultural events in Greater Sonderborg  
 – and then we haven’t even counted those on the  
 other side of the border. 

• In 2015, Sonderborg was named the Amateur Cultural  
 City of the Year and in 2017 it was a candidate to be  
 the European Capital of Culture.

FACTS

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer
http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer


Moving to a completely new place 
– maybe even to a new part of the 
country or a different country – 
can be a major decision. A new 
life has to be built, with new work, 
a place to live, networks, and 
well-being for the entire family. 
That is why we, in Sonderborg, 
are ready to welcome you.

Sonderborg’s Newcomer Service 
can help with guidance about res-
idence possibilities, jobs for your 
partner, applying for child care, 
school enrolment, cultural and  
leisure time opportunities, as  
well as professional and social 
networks, and much more.

You can read more  
about Sonderborg and the  
Newcomer Service at 

Sonderborg.dk

5041-0856
Svanemærket tryksag

http://sonderborg.dk/en/newcomer



